


public transportation, employees downtown, attendees of street fairs, antique
festivals, parades, classic car shows, the unhoused in RV’s and campers, jam packed
for Wednesday night sessions for Alcoholics Anonymous at the Methodist Church,
along with every imaginable community, church, school and business event.  With the
growing community-wide complaints of “not enough parking downtown”, where do
you think they end up parking?   
The residents are the only constituency without a political agenda and are
unanimous in their assessment of the issue and rational remedy - In every
meeting in homes, polls, surveys and friendly discussions in the neighborhood, the
diagnosis is the same — how do we reduce the speed on D Street.  We urge you to
properly focus your efforts on calming the roadway, slowing traffic and making D
Street a safer place for the entire community to enjoy.   
  
Gabrielle Velez  and husband Rafael Velez 
Parents of four children who live at 

 

 

Sent from Mail for Windows

 



From: Heather Kratt
To: Kevin McDonnell; -- City Council; -- City Clerk
Cc:
Subject: Public Comment - Improvement to Public Records Request Process
Date: Friday, March 8, 2024 2:12:58 PM

---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE
OUR EMAIL SYSTEM.---
Mayor McDonnell and City Council,

I have a suggestion for improving Petaluma's public records request process.  The
online request form (https://cityofpetaluma.org/request-for-public-records/) asks for a lot of
detail, including the requester's email address.  However, after submitting the request, no
email confirmation or auto-assigned PRA number is sent to the requester.  You have to know
in advance to take a screenshot of your request as it is the only evidence you will have of your
online request.  

It would be very easy to email a copy of the completed form to the requester.  The form is
already emailing a copy to the city attorney's office, so your IT team can simply modify the
form to also send a copy to the requester.  This would provide needed transparency and
accountability to the process and simplify the escalation of an issue when necessary.  

As I'm sure you are aware, the CA Public Records Act (PRA) requires agencies to complete
public records requests within 10 days and grants an additional 14 days for complicated
requests.  I submitted a very simple public records request on December 20, 2023, for copies
of the permit applications and site layout plans submitted for the three farmers markets in
Petaluma.  It is now 79 days later and my request is still pending, despite many follow up
requests for the information. This is not the first time a public records request of mine has
been ignored, so I wonder if there is any oversight over the public records request process to
ensure the city is in compliance with the PRA.  A regular review of outstanding PRA requests
would likely help to reduce these unnecessary delays.  

Thanks for your consideration in improving the public records request process.  

Heather Kratt





From: John Maher
To: -- City Clerk
Subject: It"s Time To Trestle
Date: Thursday, March 7, 2024 6:15:54 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from  Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL
SYSTEM.---

I support the City of Petaluma committing staff and funds NOW to rehabilitate the Petaluma Riverfront Trestle into
a beautiful riverfront promenade. Please share this email of my support with the City Manager, the Mayor and the
City Council Members. Thank you. It's Time To Trestle!

Sent from my iPhone







To: McDonnell, Kevin <kmcdonnell@cityofpetaluma.org>
Subject: Sidewalk
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments.
THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL
SYSTEM.---

My husband and I have lived in Petaluma all of our lives.
We walk every morning around Petaluma. The sidewalks
aren’t very good, but the one sidewalk that is a danger is 18
Tenth street. We have tripped over it many times. It is a
hazard. Please refer this email to the proper department in
hopes something could be done to fix the problem and let me
know. Thanks
Sent from my iPad









Petaluma from each other. The Mayor and Council are to be commended for not
following the actions of other local governments and withstanding the pressure
and in some cases the vitriol that is occurring. Seeing this play out first hand is
much different than reading about it in the local paper. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2)        <!--[endif]-->What the world is witnessing in Gaza is a
human tragedy. It is a result of the most severe trauma imaginable - over years,
decades, even millennia - experienced by Israelis and Palestinians (historically
Jews and Muslims). In the modern day, even after Israelis were no longer living in
Gaza (as of 2005), Israel has maintained control. Why? Because there was always
a potential existential threat and underyling fear in Israel based on prior events,
many catastrophic. Then October 7th actually happened. And then Israel reacted
severely, out of outrage and out of fear, and so the cycle of trauma continues. If
we trace it back to even before the founding of Israel in 1948, again both peoples
have experienced generational and existential traumas. This is the very important
context that must be acknowledged, and it speaks again to the misplaced
concept of a resolution which is being positioned by pro-resolution advocates as
the only solution to their expressing their points of view (which again are valid and
a sincere).
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3)        <!--[endif]-->Antisemitism is on the rise. Jews feel
threatened, and they should feel this way based on history and based on factual
data. An Anti-Defamation League study of over 4,000 Americans done in January,
2024 showed that Anti-Jewish trope beliefs continue to increase, and younger
Americans are showing higher rates:

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·      <!--[endif]-->From 2022 to 2024, the average number of

anti-Jewish tropes endorsed by Americans increased from 4.18 to 4.31 out of
14. Using the original 11 statements comprising the ADL Index, agreement
with 6 or more anti-Jewish tropes increased from 20% of the U.S. population
in 2022 to just under 24% in 2024.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·      <!--[endif]-->In a reversal of past trends, younger
Americans are more likely to endorse anti-Jewish tropes, with millennials
agreeing with the greatest number of anti-Jewish tropes on average, at 5.4.
They’re followed by Gen Z at 5, Gen X at 4.2, and Baby Boomers at 3.1.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·      <!--[endif]-->In addition to individual attitudes, more
than 42% of Americans either have friends/family who dislike Jews (23.2%) or
find it socially acceptable for a close family member to support Hamas
(27.2%).



So, as a Jew in attendance at the meeting, I fear that statistically, somewhere in
the neighborhood of one out of five of those who are voicing support for a
Petaluma resolution on the Israel-Hamas-Gaza issue harbor some level of
antisemitic sentiment. With all of my heart, I hope my speculations are wrong,
and that living in Petaluma within the state of California would skew the number
lower. But the underlying point is that this is part of the cycle of trauma, with the
resulting fear and distrust. Without police presence and a clear statement that no
disturbances would be tolerated, any Jew attending the meeting would have
cause to be fearful.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4)        <!--[endif]-->When I fully read the most recent proposed
resolution distributed at the council meeting, I didn’t disagree with much of it, if
not most of it. However my question is, who are the authors? And did they consult
with others who may have legitimate concerns that the document doesn’t
contemplate? Why is there no mention of Hamas? Surely Hamas should not be
grouped with Palestinians in the aggregate? Should all prisoners held by Israel be
unconditionally released – even those who committed serious crimes (and
acknowledging that some Palestinians being held by Israel with no formal
charges should absolutely be released)? Here again, the council should very
seriously consider its role in issuing a resolution, not only because it is not
appropriate to do so, but also because it would not incorporate the concerns of
all parties, or common ground held by all. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5)        <!--[endif]-->Any resolution, even one that is unanimously
endorsed will be used by extremists for their own purposes. The most virulent
antisemites will say, “Look, all of these cities and towns agree with us and stand
against Israel” (or worse), while those on the pro-Israel far right will use the
combined resolutions to say, “These resolutions show that we continue to
be attacked and Israel must continue bombing Gaza until we destroy Hamas”
(despite the tragic consequences and the loss of support in the court of public
opinion). Unfortunately, both extremes will leverage any Petaluma resolution as if
it stated the same things as the resolutions issued by Richmond, Oakland, San
Francisco, etc. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6)        <!--[endif]-->In the end, a proposed approach for
consideration is the following:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a.        <!--[endif]-->The Petaluma city government
acknowledges the tragic events occurring in Israel and Gaza and the wider



region, and the undeniable trauma experienced by everyone, including
residents of Petaluma.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->b.        <!--[endif]-->Petaluma’s city government does not
have any influence on how federal tax dollars paid by its citizens are spent,
and as registered voters, Petaluma citizens should lobby their federal
representatives directly; they can do this as individuals, or they can form
coalitions of citizens to do so.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->c.        <!--[endif]-->The Petaluma city government calls
on all interested parties to take part in a mediated dialogue which the city
will sponsor along with other civic organizations, with the goal of issuing a
“Petaluma Citizens Statement” to include all points of view directly from
the citizens of Petaluma and not the city government, which must
represent all citizens of Petaluma equally. This dialogue should take place
immediately and urgently. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->d.        <!--[endif]-->As such, the Petaluma city
government will issue such a “Petaluma Citizens Statement” to the public
on behalf of its citizens.

 
Respectfully,
Paul Bailin
Petaluma resident





I Street is a designated city arterial in the General Plan.  As such it has a specified
speed limit that is sign boarded as 30 mph with traffic heading south, out of town, set
at 35 mph. That speed limit has satisfactorily been in effect for decades without
mishap. It also complies with the Transportation and Traffic Engineering Handbook
and California DOT policies.

The notice indicates the speed will be slowed from 30 mph to 15 mph; even below
that allowed in a school zone.

Project location is within the City Boundaries north of the joining of I Street Extension
(County roadway) and I Street.  From a design perspective, the proposed location is
entirely wrong. The proposed placement would not make use of a blind hill and
natural narrowing of I Street that causes traffic to slow. Instead, it would impose a
sudden 15 mph obstacle at the bottom of the hill. As such it would only impact West
Ridge Knolls residents and those entering Petaluma from the south. West Ridge
Knolls neighborhood was not notified or engaged. I have no information on
coordination with the County.

A safer and less intrusive location would be South of Grevillia Drive. At that point, it
would transition traffic from County to City. It would make use of a road narrowing and
a blind hill.

At this point I have not contacted the City but the urgency is apparent as the city
spent funds on a Notice of Change to public street.  

Therefore, I ask that the project be postponed and subject to appropriate attention.

Returning to the issue of stake holder involvement, I am aware of no outreach. I am
unaware of any “neighborhood discussion” or with the users of I Street. I have to
assume Sonoma County Traffic management has been consulted.

I believe such an obstruction requires a warrant to justify its placement. I would like to
read through the warrant, how it addresses General Plan traffic, the design
specifications, safety reasons and stakeholder engagement. I do not see that I Street
has been redesignated a neighborhood street in the New Proposed General Plan.

Summary:

          The obstruction is contrary to the General Plan and the traffic flow of that plan.

          A warrant is required for placement of a traffic obstruction on a major roadway.

          Engagement of street users/stake holders is needed.  

  

Sincerely,

Richard Brawn

Petaluma, CA 









holder. This just as in 2017 when PLAN and the City requested approval of the Open Space
District for a transfer to Earthways Foundation.

In my earlier comment submitted for your meeting with the Goals and Priorities workshop, I
requested a public apology from now retired Asst. City Manager Scott Brodhun whose
blunders and scapegoating were too innumerable to count. That request continues. Perhaps one
of you could contact Scott.

The new support for PLAN and for me and what we have endured, with ongoing despair of
community members seeing the open space land and immense losses, is very much
appreciated.

PLAN's return to Paula Lane will mean restoring the habitat so it will be safe for the Mother
Badger to return.

The dysfunctional politics and harmful City of Petaluma decisions and actions  need to be
transcended.

The Paula Lane open space land, a $1,000,050 public funds investment, is located in the Oak
Hill voting district.

For the community, learn more about #ReSavePaulaLane on NextDoor (Badger, Badger,
Badger post) and the Facebook page (with comments) of Paula Lane Action Network.

Support our wildlife, environment, and community service.

Susan Kirks, Naturalist
Petaluma










