ATTACHMENT 1

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-XX

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PETALUMA PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE
BLUEPRINT FOR CLIMATE ACTION

WHEREAS, in 2019 the City of Petaluma adopted a Climate Emergency Resolution; and

WHEREAS, also in 2019, the City Council established the Climate Action Commission to
engage and make policy recommendations on climate-related matters; and

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2021, the City Council adopted the Climate Emergency
Framework to outline principles to guide the City’s ongoing response to and discussion about the
climate crisis and to guide and inform subsequent policies and implementation strategies; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Emergency Framework set a goal of reaching carbon neutrality by
2030; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Emergency Framework called for the development of a City of
Petaluma Climate Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, the scope of the comprehensive General Plan Update and associated contract
with Raimi and Associates included the development of a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan;
and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the approaching goal of 2030 for achieving carbon neutrality
and the extended timeline for adoption of the General Plan update, the City bifurcated the
greenhouse gas reduction strategy from the adaptation strategies in the General Plan Update; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Commission formed ad-hoc committees focused on topics
for inclusion in the City’s greenhouse gas reduction strategy and worked collaboratively with
Raimi and Associates to inform the development of the Blueprint for Carbon Neutrality; and

WHEREAS, the public review draft of the Blueprint for Carbon Neutrality was published on
September 26, 2023; and

WHEREAS, on October 12, 2023, the City held a community open house to introduce the
draft Blueprint; and

WHEREAS, the draft Blueprint was presented at a series of public meetings with the City’s
commissions, committees, and boards to seek feedback related to the focus areas of individual
advisory bodies; and

WHEREAS, through a robust community engagement effort and in collaboration with

community stakeholders, the city received more than 1,000 public comments in response to the
draft Blueprint; and
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WHEREAS, input received from the members of the public, staff, and the City’s CCBs was
incorporated into a revised Draft of the Blueprint, which was released on September 26, 2024, as
the Blueprint for Climate Action; and

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2024, the Planning Commission and Climate Action Commission
held a duly noticed joint public hearing to consider the Blueprint for recommendation; and

WHEREAS, at the duly noticed joint public hearing on October 8, 2024, the Planning
Commission considered the information presented and receive public comment on the Blueprint
for Climate Action; and

WHEREAS, at the October 8, 2024, joint hearing, the Climate Action Commission
recommended by motion that the City Council adopt the Blueprint; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the Blueprint has been reviewed in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and its Guidelines and found to be categorically
exempt in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15307 (Class 7) regarding Protection of
Natural Resources and Guidelines Section 15308 (Class 8) regarding Protection of the
Environment as it involves programs and policies that when implemented will protect the
environment and its natural resources; and

WHEREAS, as outlined in the October 8, 2024 staff report, the adoption of the Blueprint
protects natural resources and the environment by prioritizing climate action and implementation,
educating City staff and the public about GHG reduction and climate adaptation programs,
monitoring GHG emissions, decarbonizing City facilities and replacing gas fueled equipment,
implementing climate awareness and action programs, expanding EV infrastructure, expanding
use of renewable energy, developing an electrification strategy, creating a resilient water supply,
adopting an Urban Forestry Management Plan, prioritizing local and regional carbon sequestration
partnerships, creating a carbon gardening campaign, adopting an open space management
framework requiring zero waste for events, implementing an edible food recovery program,
prioritizing nature-based systems, and phasing out gas-powered lawn and garden equipment; and

WHEREAS, the above bullet list are the identified cornerstone actions of the Blueprint,

all of which directly and indirectly relate to the protection and enhancement of natural resources
and the environment; and

WHEREAS, there are no exceptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 that
would make the Blueprint ineligible for an exemption in accordance with 15307 and 15308.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Planning Commission of the City of

Petaluma as follows:

1.

2.

The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference.

Adoption of the Blueprint has been reviewed in compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and its Guidelines and found to be categorically exempt in accordance
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15307 (Class 7) regarding Protection of Natural Resources and
Guidelines Section 15308 (Class 8) regarding Protection of the Environment as it involves
programs and policies that when implemented will protect the environment and its natural
resources.

As outlined in the October 8, 2024 staff report, the adoption of the Blueprint protects natural
resources and the environment by prioritizing climate action and implementation, educating
City staff and the public about GHG reduction and climate adaptation programs, monitoring
GHG emissions, decarbonizing City facilities and replacing gas fueled equipment,
implementing climate awareness and action programs, expanding EV infrastructure,
expanding use of renewable energy, developing an electrification strategy, creating a resilient
water supply, adopting an Urban Forestry Management Plan, prioritizing local and regional
carbon sequestration partnerships, creating a carbon gardening campaign, adopting an open
space management framework requiring zero waste for events, implementing an edible food
recovery program, prioritizing nature-based systems, and phasing out gas-powered lawn and
garden equipment.

As outlined in the October 8, 2024 staff report, identified cornerstone actions of the Blueprint
directly and indirectly relate to the protection and enhancement of natural resources and the
environment.

There are no exceptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 that would make the
Blueprint ineligible for an exemption in accordance with 15307 and 15308.

The Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council adopt the Blueprint for
Climate Action.
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