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INTRODUCTION

Our climate is changing in a manner that presents 
weather patters that are unusual and which have 
been shown to cause disproportionate harm on 
vulnerable populations such as children in low-
income families and senior community members. 
This change is predicted to grow.

While temperatures in the Petaluma area rarely 
exceed safe conditions, our community is not 
acclimated with the consistent and extreme high 
temperatures of other areas, making our 
vulnerable populations more vulnerable than those 
in areas with consistently hot temperatures.
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FINDING A 
STARTING 
POINT
Turning processes and partnerships into plans



PAST METRICS ON COMMUNITY EXTREME 
TEMPERATURE IMPACTS
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THE THREAT
What is “extreme” . . .



NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRODUCT REVIEW
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Heat Risk ™



EXTREME EXTREMES
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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRODUCT REVIEW
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Heat Risk ™



NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRODUCT REVIEW
WATCH, WARNING, ADVISORY
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WATCH:A watch is used when the risk of a hazardous weather or hydrologic event 
has increased significantly, but its occurrence, location or timing is still uncertain. It is 
intended to provide enough lead time so those who need to set their plans in motion 
can do so. A watch means that hazardous weather is possible. People should have a 
plan of action in case a storm threatens and they should listen for later information 
and possible warnings especially when planning travel or outdoor activities.



NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRODUCT REVIEW

WATCH, WARNING, ADVISORY
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ADVISORY: An advisory is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is 
occurring, imminent or likely. Advisories are for less serious conditions than warnings, 
that cause significant inconvenience and if caution is not exercised, could lead to 
situations that may threaten life or property.



NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRODUCT REVIEW

WATCH, WARNING, ADVISORY
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WARNING: A warning is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is 
occurring, imminent or likely. A warning means weather conditions pose a threat to 
life or property. People in the path of the storm need to take protective action.



“OTHER FACTORS”
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“OTHER FACTORS”
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Trained 
Observers:



RESPONSE 
PLANS
Building consensus with partners 



THE PURPOSE OF LIFE IS TO SERVE 
AND TO SHOW COMPASSION AND 
THE WILL TO HELP OTHERS. ONLY 
THEN HAVE WE BECOME TRUE 
HUMAN BEINGS.

Albert Schweitzer in Faces of Compassion 
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PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES
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PETALUMA EXTREME TEMPERATURE
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PROCESS

- GETTING AHEAD OF IT -
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PETALUMA EXTREME TEMPERATURE
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PROCESS

- PUBLIC MESSAGING -
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PETALUMA EXTREME TEMPERATURE
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PROCESS

- ASSESSING IMPACTS -
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PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES
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A QUICK STORY . . .

Temperatures have been steadily increasing 
over the past few days, and NWS products 
indicate potential for extreme heat over the 
holiday weekend. City staff and Community 
Based Organization partners have been 
assessing potential impacts and response 
resources for the weekend (e.g., staff 
available on holiday weekend, cooling 
supplies).

As the worst of the heat bears down . . .
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SUMMARY

The City of Petaluma is deeply committed to reducing harm from 

extreme temperature weather systems on our most vulnerable 

community members. Through partnerships within and outside of the 

city, we will continue to develop a thoughtful approach to this aspect 

of our changing climate.
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THANK YOU

Comments or questions:

Tom Jordan

tjordan@cityofpetaluma.org
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