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From: Chels Meyer <chelsmeyer4@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, August 6, 2023 8:55 PM 
To: -- City Council <--CityCouncil@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: Downtown overlay 
  
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.---  
Hi there city council,  
I am writing in about the downtown overlay because I see so many folks organizing to write in against it.  
  
As a young person who grew up in the north bay, too many of my friends are priced out of the area and have to 
move away or have to keep living with their families well into their twenties. My partner and I are lucky enough 
to own a one bedroom in Petaluma but we are well aware that we are the exception to the rule. We don’t want 
to be! 
  
 I see the considered changes to the downtown overlay (as well as all the construction that’s going on around 
towns) as needed changes to make Petaluma progress and become a more affordable town to live in. 
Rezoning has to happen for small california communities like ours to be a place where young people can have 
a future.  
  
Thank you for the work you do and please don’t cave to the people in town who are against growth, 
sustainability and affordability. 
  
Respectfully, 
Chels Meyer 
425 magnolia Ave  
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From: Lee Anna Mariglia <lee.anna.mariglia@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 8, 2023 7:46 PM 
To: Petaluma Planning <petalumaplanning@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: Don't Let Charlie Palmer Build in Petaluma  
  
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.--- 
 
Petaluma Planning Commissioners, 
 
Time and again you have failed to take into account Petaluma’s culture - its history, its present, its future - as 
you push to develop our township. 
 
I’m watching the live stream currently because I am at work and cannot attend in person - but that doesn’t 
mean I don’t care. 
 
You have done zero effort to make the reality of what this behemoth of a building - and all that building a 
structure requires - assessing water and electrical usage, assessing its impact on parking, assessing its impact 
on the community… etc. etc. etc. 
 
And you tout that it would add “150 jobs” like that a sea change. I call your bluff. There are so many residents 
in our area who are in need of real jobs and who have skills skills (or who could learn those skills) that could 
help our community - THEIR community - in the short and long term. Jobs that promote DEI, education, that 
support small businesses, that support gatherings OTHER than alcohol consumption, that promote sustainable 
solutions to climate change. 
 
I have lived in Petaluma for 13 years. My husband was born here and has lived here for 52 years. We support 
growth and change - but to let a non-Petaluma egotistical chef come in like he’s saving our town by creating 
150 jobs and giving us - in his opinion - central gathering place for people to eat and stay - that person has 
NEVER been to our town. He doesn’t know our town. He is just using our town to add to his millions. 
 
And YOU are just using him to add to your kickbacks. 
 
I’ll remember each of you when I vote next. 
 
I will also push forward a LONG OVERDUE referendum to make ALL Petaluma City Council Members PAID 
positions. We have almost $80K and all of you are volunteer? Money talks and it’s talking to you so loudly 
you’re not listening to the people you lie through your teeth every time you say you support. 
 
Good riddance to each of you. I have so little faith in your ability to make the right choice. But if you find a soul 
in your pinky toe, VOTE AGAINST CHARLIE PALMER’S FRANCHISE. 
 
Petaluma has a culture worth celebrating. We are not something to have “culture” franchised upon us. 
 
Learn about Petaluma. Get to know the wonderful, varied culture that our community embodies. Be apart of us! 
 
Don’t bow down to the fatted golden calf. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
~Lee Anna 
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----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Kimberly Fields <myjoly16@myyahoo.com> 
To: petalumans4@gmail.com <petalumans4@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 9, 2023 at 07:54:58 PM PDT 
Subject: Our Historic Downtown Petaluma Should Never be changed. 
 
Dear Petaluman4@gmail.com, There Is 95% Of Us Petalumen's Who Have Continued to Enjoy Downtown 
Historic Petaluma for Centuries After Centuries with Our Friends and Our Families! Historic Downtown 
Petaluma Doesn't Need a Facelift! Don't Fix It Unless It's Broken! And no! Historic Downtown Petaluma 
isn't Broken! It's Only Big Money Developer's Wanting to Destroy, And or Attempt to Interrupt and Or Try 
to Ruin Havoc on The Many, Many Good-Hearted People Who Live in Petaluma and Who Are Either 
Employed, Self-employed, Unemployed, Retirees' and Or as a Business Owner. Because It's Only 
Maintenance Needed If Anything at All That Historic Downtown Petaluma Would Ever Only Need. And Historic 
Downtown Petaluma is Home to Many, Many Native Petalumen's Who Have Lived on The West Side 
of Petaluma for Many, Many Years and Have Always Had Their Many, Many Special and Fond Memories to 
Still Enjoy with All Their Families and Friends in Petaluma's Beautiful Downtown Historic Part of Town Where 
Even Sears Roebuck Has Front Facing's on Many of The Old Buildings Located on Petaluma Blvd. And Really, 
Really Good and Popular Movies Have Been Made in Historic Downtown Petaluma! Petaluma City Ordinance 
Didn't Reach Out to Big Development and Big Money Spenders for A Facelift. No, It's The Big Development 
Big Money Spenders Who Try to Coax Petaluma City Ordinance with Them Laying Down Their Big Money 
on The Table for What? Historic Downtown Petaluma Doesn't need Any Facelift! Why Don't We Ever Hear 
About Santa Rosa Ever Needing A Facelift? All Native Petalumen's Don't Want Petaluma's Historic Downtown 
to Ever Get Changed Ever! And Also, All Native Petalumen's Never Want Any Disruption, Corruption, and Or 
Any Destruction of Any Kind at All Ever Happening to Historic Downtown Petaluma!  
 
Sincerely Yours, Kimberly Fields 
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From: Stephanie McAllister <stephanie@stephaniemcallister.com>  
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2023 3:38 PM 
To: Powell, Greg <GPOWELL@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: DOWNTOWN HOUSING & ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY OVERLAY  
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.---  
 
Hello – I attended the Study Session Tuesday night and would like to know where I can view the staff report 
and materials that were discussed at the meeting.  Though there was verbal reference to a staff report, I was 
unable to find one prior to the meeting, or after trying again today.  Is there anything beyond the 3 graphics and 
the Q&A?  Also, is the written public comment available? 
 
Although I didn’t speak during the public comment period due to the length of the meeting presentation and 
discussion, I would like to comment in writing and reviewing the exhibits would be helpful.  It isn’t possible to 
see that well from the on-line video!   
 
Please also advise as to what “next steps” in this process will be. 
 
Thank you for your assistance, 
 
Stephanie McAllister 
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From: Cati VanVeen <mommabearvv@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 10:41 AM 
To: Petaluma Planning <petalumaplanning@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Cc: Judy Heikel <judyheikel@comcast.net> 
Subject: Hotel proposal  
  
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.--- 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I have been visiting Petaluma for the past week, staying with my Aunt, Judy Heikel. I have travelled quite 
extensively in Europe and I am a retired art history teacher. I have a strong interest in, and love of architecture 
and I have been enchanted with the historic homes and charming downtown Petaluma. When I heard about 
the proposed six-storey hotel for the corner of Petaluma Blvd. and B street, I was horrified! Why would you ruin 
the historic charm of this lovely town with such a modern behemoth? Is Petaluma in dire need of more hotel 
space? Could it not be located outside of the city centre? This is what other cities have done in order to 
preserve their downtowns’ historic appeal. I urge you to consider other viable options before your take this 
irreversible step. I look forward to coming back to visit this beautiful area again and I sincerely hope I will not 
see a giant hotel overshadowing the lovely downtown streets. 
Sincerely, 
Cati VanVeen 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Noel Manerud <noelm@dpr.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2023 3:55 PM 
To: Greg Powell <gpowell@cityofpetaluma.org>; Andrew Trippel <atrippel@cityofpetaluma.org>; Uriel Orozco 
<uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: Public Comment - Support for Added Story Pole Requirement for Hotel at B and Petaluma Blvd 
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.---  
I am providing a copy of the City Council memorandum and 2005 resolution discussed yesterday in City 
Council. The attached clearly indicates the value in story poles for clear and effective communication with the 
public for development application and establishes the ability for all participants in the process to make that a 
requirement for a project. The memo also outlines the feasibility for story poles. 
 
I am writing to Planning Commission to request they establish a requirement for story poles for the proposed 
Hotel, within the Overlay, being considered at B and Petaluma Blvd 
 
-Noel 
7th and G 
 
Noel Manerud  |  DPR Construction |  www.dpr.com    
o: 916-568-3434 | m: NEW # - 415-418-4108 
We Exist to Build Great Things. ®  
 
From: Noel Manerud  
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 4:07 PM 
To: cityclerk@cityofpetaluma.org 
Subject: RE: Public Comment - Support for Added Story Pole Requirement for Hotel at B and Petaluma Blvd 
 
I have been made aware of the attached August 28th memo that references the included 2005-200 City of 
Petaluma Selective Development Policy for Story Poles. 
 
Two things are abundantly clear to me in reviewing this policy and memorandum: 
 
First – we have a well developed policy in place per the resolution to require Story Poles 
Second – It stands to clear reason that the Hotel demands a story pole installation per the resolution when we 
have a history, as presented in the memo, of doing this process for 2 story residential projects of significantly 
lesser public impact. 
 
We are all affected by the impact of the proposed Hotel and it’s General Plan amendment Overlay. And future 
generations are also impacted because of the intense negative impacts to the quality, character, and longevity 
of the Historical District presented by the proposed height, bulk, and mass of the proposed Hotel Development 
and the Overlay. 
 
Thank you for seeing the simply logic that leads from a residential project requirement straight into a 
community wide project requirement. 
 
Noel Manerud 
7th and G 
 
Noel Manerud  |  DPR Construction |  www.dpr.com    
o: 916-568-3434 | m: NEW # - 415-418-4108 
We Exist to Build Great Things. ®  
 
 
 



Public Comments Received August 3 to September 27, 2023 Page 13 of 31 

From: Noel Manerud  
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 3:43 PM 
To: cityclerk@cityofpetaluma.org 
Subject: Public Comment - Support for Added Story Pole Requirement for Hotel at B and Petaluma Blvd 
 
I am writing in support of the City Council establishing direction to require placement of story poles at the 
proposed hotel site at B and Petaluma Blvd. I am also a proponent, in general, for story poles as being the 
most public, prominent, transparent, and truthful representation of a projects impact. There is no substitute to 
story poles for actually representing the height, bulk, and mass as well as view and shading impacts of a 
project and our community, and any community, deserves to have the best and most accurate information 
available to them to make significant long term development decisions. 
 
As a community in general, and specifically with respect to the Historical District, we deserve to have the most 
understandable and “knowable” communication with respect to development impacts. Any developer who seek 
to become part of our community should be expected to expend the effort, collaboration, and communication 
required in story poles to show us what they are considering to add to our city fabric.  
 
In being in support of the story pole requirement, it is acknowledged there are added costs and logistical and 
safety concerns this adds to a project, but the city fabric as a whole, and specifically the uniqueness and 
special quality of our historical district are worth every cent of that effort and more. Frankly, there is no effort 
that should be spared to consider exactly how the irreplaceable character of the Historic District is to be 
impacted by proposed development and story poles are just one part of what the requirements should be for 
this unique and special area. It is also acknowledged that story poles are not a new concept and there is a 
wealth of best practices information for story poles available to our city planners, commissions, building 
department, and council. 
 
I thank you for your support of the story pole requirement and offer myself as a resource to you and our other 
agencies for guidance on this requirement and implementation of best practices. 
 
Be well and thank you 
 
Noel Manerud 
7th and G - Petaluma 
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From: Noel Manerud <noelm@dpr.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2023 4:01 PM 
To: Uriel Orozco <uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org>; Greg Powell <gpowell@cityofpetaluma.org>; Andrew Trippel 
<atrippel@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: Public Comment - Hotel View Shed inconsistencies 
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.---  
See attached. The applicants renderings and the reality of the situation for tree heights do not align. The 
applicants trees are significantly taller than the present condition on site. 
 
This is a least needing to be rectified and at worst troubling that the applicant would misrepresent the facts in 
its communication with the city development agencies and the city as a whole. 
 
-Noel Manerud 
7th and G 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Kathleen Salvia <ksalvia@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 5:36 PM 
To: Greg Powell <gpowell@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: EKN Hotel Weaver 
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.--- 
 
Perhaps I am too late to submit a comment form as I couldn’t find it on the project page, but thank you for 
reading this email. I have three comments: 
 
1. Most people do not walk or bike to a hotel. I suggest a parking space for each of the 93  rooms rather than 
what is currently planned (45 or something like that). 
 
2. 100% lot coverage is aesthetically unappealing. Please stick to the current 80% coverage max. 
 
3. I don’t have a gripe with going to six stories as long as it sticks to 80% lot coverage. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Kathleen Salvia 
721-6th St 
Petaluma 94952 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: caryl kristensen <carylkristensen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 6:57 PM 
To: Petaluma Planning <petalumaplanning@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: New hotel  
  
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.--- 
 
It’s too high for one and why doesn’t it reflect the architecture of downtown? What a shame. I’m not opposed to 
a hotel with a rooftop terrace which could be cool but c’mon. Keep the integrity of our town’s personality. Santa 
Barbara is a great example of how a city has made developers stay in the design lane of other structures. 
Petaluma is special let’s hold the line and keep it that way! 
 
Caryl Kristensen 
818-414-2413 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Thomas Costello <tomcostello51@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 1:52 PM 
To: -- City Council <citycouncil@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: B St Hotel 
 
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.--- 
 
I am in full support of this Hotel Project. There is a shortage of hotel rooms in Petaluma. Additionally, we need 
more revenue in the budget. 
Petaluma is no longer a small agricultural “town”. 
Let’s get w the times and capitalize on this development opportunity. 
 
Impose some Petaluma / City / Resort style tax on the tourists who stay there and use this money as a set 
aside into earmarked projects i.e road / parks improvement projects or something agreed to by residents. 
 
Tom Costello 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Adam Supernant <asupernant@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 4:19 PM 
To: -- City Council <citycouncil@cityofpetaluma.org> 
Subject: Support for new hotel downtown 
  
---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL 
SYSTEM.---  
Dear City Council,  
  
I wanted to write in great support for the newly proposed hotel to be built downtown. I love the initial design and 
the prospect of joining friends for a drink at the rooftop bar overlooking the river will be a beautiful addition to 
our town.  
  
It's also the right choice for the economy and the environment - visitors will be able to take advantage of many 
walkable amenities and locally-owned businesses downtown. Contrast this with the Courtyard on Caulfield 
which is almost entirely car dependent, and the new hotel is almost certainly better for the environment. 
  
I imagine sitting on the city council is a very difficult role. Individual constituents are very animated by this issue 
and will make it their goal to sink it at all costs. I think it is helpful in these times to remember that's not how 
democracy works. No single citizen - or even group of citizens - should have the right to sink any project.  
  
Instead, we elect representatives like yourselves to create policies. If we dislike the policies, we vote for new 
representatives at the end of the term. Constituent input should absolutely be a vital input throughout your 
elected terms, but we can't live in a society run by the wishes of people who have the time to attend every city 
council meeting and build detailed opposition cases to every issue. 
  
The easiest job in the world for a politician who always says no. Nobody can attack you for changing things. 
Have the courage to continue to say yes - I firmly believe that we can always develop and improve our home, 
and that Petaluma's best days are still ahead of us! 
  
Sincerely, 
Adam Supernant  
District 5 Resident 
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FW: zoning overlay - Public comment City Council meeting Oct 2, 2023

Daibel Fernandez-Bolt <dfernandez-bolt@cityofpetaluma.org>
Mon 10/2/2023 11:46 AM

To:Hines, Heather <hhines@cityofpetaluma.org>;Robbe, Tiffany <trobbe@cityofpetaluma.org>;Oh, Brian
<boh@cityofpetaluma.org>
Cc:  City Clerk <CityClerk@cityofpetaluma.org>;Uriel Orozco uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org
Good morning,
 
FYI
 
Thank you,
Daibel
 
 

Daibel Fernandez-Bolt
Administrative Assistant
City of Petaluma | City Clerk
dfernandez bolt@cityofpetaluma org

      

  

Report i ue  through our new ervice
request app! Download
engagEPetaluma on Google or Apple.

From: Suzanne Biaggi 
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 3:41 PM
To: -- City Clerk <cityclerk@cityofpetaluma.org>; Kevin McDonnell <kmcdonnell@cityofpetaluma.org>; Barnacle,
Brian <bbarnacle@cityofpetaluma.org>; Janice Cader-Thompson <Jcaderthompson@cityofpetaluma.org>; Mike
Healy mhealy@cityofpetaluma org ; Karen Nau knau@cityofpetaluma org ; Pocekay, Dennis
<dpocekay@cityofpetaluma.org>; John Shribbs <jshribbs@cityofpetaluma.org>
Subject: zoning overlay
 

Warning  Use cau�on before clicking any a�achments  THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL SYSTEM
Dear Council Members,
Since I won’t be able to attend the study session On Tuesday, October 3 at around 4:00 pm to be held in
city council chambers I want to be on record in opposition to the zoning overlay that is a result of the 6
story hotel that is being proposed by EKN Development on the corner of Petaluma Blvd and B St
 
I want to be clear that I am not opposed to more housing density.  However, the proposed overlay in the
historic center is unnecessary and way out of scale and will change the character of what is Petaluma’s
most important feature  an authentic historic center close to and on the river at the gateway to the wine
country.  I don’t believe that by adding out of scale housing to our historic center will bring more
business.  There have been countless studies that attest to this. There are vacant or underutilized lots close
to the center which will not affect the core historic center. To name a few  - the smart train lot; the lot
adjacent to the bus depot; the vacant lot at the corner of Pet  Blvd and D St
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When I read the notice of public meeting, I was struck by how disingenuous it was to rename the zoning
overlay to Downtown Housing and Economic Opportunity Overlay.  It was stated very clearly at the
meetings I have attended regarding the overlay that this is a direct result of the proposed 6 story EKN
proposed hotel which can’t be built without the zoning overlay
 
I would like to propose some examples of hotel designs that are more in character and scale with our
historic downtown.  I, along with many of our Petalumans believe that any new buildings should be of
the finest contemporary design to match the quality and scale of our historic architecture   Please see the
below examples.
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Thank you for considering my opinion,
Suzann Biaggi

               Landscape  Design  +   Sculpture

 

           S U Z A N N E   B I A G G I
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PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING HISTORICAL OVERLAYS. I'm against the proposition as
it's proposed now

Carrie Lamson 
Mon 10/2/2023 9:45 PM

To:Greg Powell gpowell@cityofpetaluma.org
Cc:Uriel Orozco <uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org>;darrenracusen@gmail.com
<darrenracusen@gmail.com>;Janice Cader-Thompson <Jcaderthompson@cityofpetaluma.org>

---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL
SYSTEM.---

Dear Planners:

As a home owner on the west side, I am against raising the height limits on the  downtown overlays: A, B
and C for several reasons:

1) The applicant is not local; he is a developer from LA looking to make big profits. He doesn’t even want
to own a hotel. He wants to sell his big hotel elephant idea to the highest bidder. The hotel he proposed
at the June meeting looked like something fit for a big city like Denver, Seattle or L.A (and those are the 
cities EKN works in).  They have zero experience with a town the size of petaluma.  And the materials his
team presented DO NOT match the vernacular of Downtown Petaluma.

2) In general, I am against raising the height limits downtown without knowing how the sites will be
developed.  If for instance, someone wanted to put a cheesy looking apartment building like the one at
Petaluma Blvd N and Oak, it would be an eye soar. I know we need more housing in petaluma—but
raising the height limits just-cause is not the way to plan for more housing.

3) Raising the height limits is not a magic bullet for economic development. In reality, it’s just a hope
that bigger buildings might bring in more money—they could stay empty like so many of the empty
properties in Petaluma.

4) We have several empty lots and vacant properties in Petaluma that are not being used to their
potential including 4th and Sea, and the vacant Shake place on D between 4th and 5th, and then the big
lot at D and Petaluma Blvd S. Why aren’t the owners of these properties coming up with clever ideas for
businesses?  I can think of several businesses that could do well in Petaluma.

5) At the June meeting your Historical planners' presentation was something of a joke.  I’m wondering if
EKN/applicant wrote the presentation for them. The Economic forecasts were way too rosy, including the
tax income benefits. The climate action points were pathetic—plant 6 trees?  There was no mention of
the traffic impact on the city that a 93 room hotel would bring, nor was there a plan for where the cars
would be parked. HISTORICAL PLANNERS CANNOT BE ON THE SIDE A LOS ANGELES DEVELOPER.  How
bout they do some real research!

6) Some cities have a mandate that new business development in a city needs to serve the residents. 
Things like hardware stores, pharmacies, delicatessens, etc. Pretty much hotels don’t serve residents.  We
do, however, need a pharmacy on the west side.
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Public Comment - Historical and Cultural Preservation Committee, 10/4 Agenda, Item
#2

Dave Alden 
Tue 10/3/2023 12:54 PM

To:Uriel Orozco uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org

---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL
SYSTEM.---
I e pect to attend this afternoon's meeting of the Historical and Cultural Preservation
Committee, but may need to depart prior to public comment on agenda item #2, so am
providing my comments here.
 
My personal vision for downtown generally aligns with the proposed Overlay.  However, I'm
not yet ready to fully support it pending any remaining tweaks.
 
For today, I want to address the frequently made comment that the Overlay doesn't
conform to the General Plan.  I can rebut this on several points.
 
1) As Planning has made clear in staff reports, there are goals within the current General
Plan that support increased thickening of downtown potentially including taller buildings.
 
2) The comment that the Overlay doesn't conform to the General Plan is actually based on
the Overlay not conforming to the Implementing Zoning Ordinance.  However, the IZO
wasn't fully updated following the adoption of the current General Plan.  Typical planning
practice would be to update zoning codes to align with new General Plans.  But the
City's financial difficulties in 2009 caused that update to be curtailed prior to completion. 
(I was a member of the Development Code Advisory Committee tasked with providing
public input to the update effort, so had a front row seat to the premature termination.)
 
While I can't state that the completion of the IZO update in 2009-10 would have resulted
in something similar to the Overlay, no one can be sure that it wouldn't have.
 
3) As we all know, an update to the General Plan is now underway.  While we won't know
the final goals regarding downtown for at least a year, the GPAC has been polled regarding
increased building heights in downtown and e pressed strong support for the concept. 
Thus, there is a good chance that the new General Plan will align, in some extent, with the
proposed Overlay.
 
Thank you for your attention.  Dave Alden, 4
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In light of this, I again request that story poles are the only true and verifiable method to assess height, bulk,
mass, view impact, and shading since the a�ached invalidates the submi�ed view shed
 
Thank you for your review and considera�on of these items and requests
 
Noel Manerud
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Overlay

Constance Bay 
Tue 10/3/2023 4:09 PM

To:Uriel Orozco <uorozco@cityofpetaluma.org>

---Warning: Use caution before clicking any attachments. THIS EMAIL IS FROM OUTSIDE OUR EMAIL
SYSTEM.---

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Constance Bay 
Date: Tue, Oct 3, 2023 at 3:17 PM
Subject: Overlay
To: <uorozco@cityofpetalaluma.org>

Hi Uriel,

I am very much opposed to the proposed overlay for downtown Petaluma. So far the only positives
that I can see are:
More money from taxes for the city
Replacing a vacant building with a structure
The negatives far outweigh any positives. The negatives I see are:
Issues with parking which is already difficult. 
More cars will be parked in nearby neighborhoods. 
Job opportunities will be low paying and difficult for employees to live close to work. 
A significant change in our general plan which will open up the possibility of much taller buildings in
other areas of downtown Petaluma decreasing sunlight and views.
The possibility of losing our historical status
The issues that will be created with additional traffic.
The Modern architectural style of this building does not fit with our downtown 
We don’t need another large hotel in Petaluma as currently there are significant vacancies in existing
hotels. 

I could certainly add many more things to this list, but as you can see the negatives far outweigh the
positive. Maybe the city of Petaluma will have a little less money but we will preserve our historical
status in the very special downtown area that many people that live here enjoy and then there are
many others who travel here to visit due to what we currently have downtown. 
Constance Bay
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